
Royal Psalms, Pt.iii - A Brief Look At Psalm 110 

 

 It is generally accepted that this psalm concerns the Messianic King-Priest.  Like Ps 

2, it is considered a coronation psalm, one that is written for use at the enthronement of 

a Davidic king in the city of Jerusalem.  Structurally: it is broken down into 2 balanced 

halves, vv. 1-3 and 4-7, each of which begins with a divine oracle. 

 vv. 1-3: Yahweh’s Decree Establishing His Anointed As His King That Will 

Overcome All Opposition 
1 The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your 

footstool." 

Here is the first oracle: Yahweh enthrones His king at the place of honor and 

assures the defeat of  all his enemies. 

Its fulfillment is in Jesus Christ who refers to himself as David’s Lord and David’s son, 

Mt 22:41-45.  Also, the writer to the Hebrews as well as Peter, identifies Jesus Christ as 

the explicit referent of Ps 110:1.  See Heb 1:13; Acts 2:34. 

  vv. 2-3: Yahweh’s assurance of its ultimate fulfillment 
2 The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your 

enemies! 3 Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in holy 

garments; from the womb of the morning, the dew of your youth will be yours. 

 As v. 2 shows, Yahweh guarantees his unchallengeable enthronement by 

sending forth from Zion his mighty scepter, that is, his symbol of authority, which he will 

exercise over his enemies.  Although the next verse is somewhat difficult to grasp, its 

meaning seems to be that Yahweh’s assurance of the King’s victory does not preclude 

but rather, does involve the voluntary participation of his people, who as one 

commentator states, materialize mysteriously “like the materializing like the mysterious, 

God-given dew upon the mountains at daybreak.”  

 vv. 4 -7: Yahweh Establishes His King-Priest in Zion Assuring Him Victory 

Over All Opposing Forces 

v. 4: the 2nd Oracle 
4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, "You are a priest forever after the 

order of Melchizedek." 

 The King assumes the priesthood office, an appointment that is fortified by 

Yahweh’s immutable oath and decree. This king alone will officiate in the cultic activity 

of the people.  See Zech 6:13.  While it is true that David participated in such priestly 

activities as donning priestly garments, blessing the people, making intercession for the 

cultic assembly and presiding over the ritual practices, 2 Sam 6:14; 24:17,  he could not 

perform those priestly functions that were assigned to the Aaronic priesthood.  The 

writer to the Hebrews (7:1-28) thus shows that David’s son, Jesus Christ, is installed by 

God as God’s eternal king-priest after the manner of Melchizedek, the King-priest of 

God the Most High in Jerusalem in the days of Abraham, Gen 14:18.  As king, he 



conquers his enemies by his death and resurrection and as high priest, he offers himself 

as that once for all atoning sacrifice for sin and for sinners 

 vv. 5-7: The Assurance of the King’s Destruction of His Enemies and His 

Strengthening for Service  
5 The Lord is at your right hand; he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 6 He will 

execute judgment among the nations, filling them with corpses; he will shatter chiefs 

over the wide earth.  7 He will drink from the brook by the way; therefore he will lift up his 

head. 

 Verse 5 confirms that Yahweh is in an ever-ready position to help the King and that 

he will (through the King’s military power) completely subdue his enemies, vv. 5-6.  

Verse 7 refers to the ritual drinking from the Gihon spring as a sacramental means of 

receiving divine strength for the task ahead- see 1 Ki 1:38.    In other words, the King is 

supernaturally empowered and therefore his victory is once more assured.   

 This brings us to the end of our study on the different types of Psalms.    I pray that  

we all have profited from it.  
  

  

  

 

  

 
  

  


